
Rockingham Bird Club Meeting Minutes ​​ Meeting date: 04/09/26 

  
RBC President Mike Donaldson: Call to Order: The in-person April meeting of RBC will please 
come to order at 7:01pm at the Park View Mennonite Church Fellowship Hall. 
 
There being no objections, they dispensed with the reading of the minutes. A copy is available on 
our website. 
 
New members/visitors:  
 

●​ Lydia Haggard, a new member this year, attended her first meeting and lives across from 
JMU. 

●​ Steven recently moved to Harrisonburg from South Africa and is curious about the Club. 
●​ Dee Rosenberg joined the meeting with a friend and Club member, Deb Leap. Dee hasn't 

been able to make it on Thursdays but now is able to. 
 

Recent Bird Sightings: 
 

●​ Art Fovargue excitedly reported their first Pine Siskin of the season. Mike Donaldson 
was jealous because he's been waiting all winter for one. In 2021, Mike had about 20 in 
his yard and hasn’t seen that since. Art added a shoutout that the Pine Siskin was 
enjoying the finch food from the Club’s Bird Seed Sale.  

●​ Tim Hulings reported that the Black-crowned Night Herons have been back at the spot 
near Cargill. 

●​ Linda Miller was wondering if on Sunday or Monday someone could help her find the 
Crested Caracara. Kathy Byers has a friend who lives by Zion Mennonite Church and she 
sees it around her home so Kathy’s recommendation was to park at the church parking 
lot.  

●​ Bill Benish went on a field trip with Robyn and was excited to see a Great Egret.  
 
Reports from Executive Committee: 

 
Mike Donaldson (President): 
 

●​ Mike had nothing to report and encouraged members to look at the newsletter for 
the announcements posted there. 
 

Kathy Byers (Vice President of Programs): 
 

●​ In May, Joanna Vandrasek from Piedmont Bird Club will present a program on 
Cardinals.  

●​ Our annual potluck dinner is in June. Kathy reminded that while people start 
thinking about what yummy food they can bring, please remember that this is a 

 



 

Nut-free facility. Diane Lepkowski and Greg Moyers will present a slide show of 
bird sightings this past year. 

 
Matt Gingerich (Vice President of Field Trips):  
 

●​  Matt Gingerich started by announcing the return of spring migration season! 
With it, there will be a handful of trips featuring our spring migrants and those 
just passing through. 

○​ Alex Capaldi is leading a trip April 18 at 8:30am at Wildwood Park, 
hoping for spring migrants. 

○​ Matt Gingerich and Clair Mellinger are leading a Warbler and Wildflower 
walk at Hone Quarry on April 24 at 8am. They are doing prescribed burns 
so they might change that plan if needed. Mike added specifics on the 
burns which are occurring at various, controlled spots throughout the 
45-acres of the Briery Branch area starting 4/9 and going into the 
weekend. Mike imagines some wildflower areas will certainly still be left.  

○​ Jay and Sharon Landis are hosting a spring migration walk on their 
property, Starry Meadows, on May 2 at 8:30am. Mike Donaldson is 
leading the walk. 

●​ The early morning birding dates have been locked in for the last two Wednesdays 
of April and the first two Wednesdays of May. A location will be coordinated the 
Monday before those dates via email. 

●​ Next Hillandale walk announcement: April 14 at 8:30am with the usual meeting 
place at Shelter 12. 

 
Allie Sawyer (Secretary): 
 

●​ Mike recognized Allie 
 
Audrey Shenk (Treasurer):  
 

●​  Mike recognized her work on the Great Community Give. He encouraged folks 
to check out the website for more information. 

●​ Audrey Shenk had no announcements. 
 

Art Fovargue (Club Historian):  
 

●​  Art had no new history but did have another Nominating Committee update. May 
is the month for the election of officers. Mike Donaldson, Kathy Byers, Matt 
Gingerich, Allie Sawyer, and Audrey Shenk are all slated as nominees in their 
current positions. Miranda Troyer is slated as the nominee for the available 
Member-at-large position. If anyone has any other nominations, let Art know.  



 

Bill Benish (Christmas Bird Count Coordinator):  
 

●​ Bill Benish is excited that Audubon is updating the CBC interface and had an 
interview via Zoom with a developer working on some of those updates.  He’s 
glad to see it seems like they are serious about making improvements. 

 
Denise Hoodock (Newsletter Editor): 
 

●​ Mike recognized her great work on the newsletter. 
 
Members at Large: 
 

●​ Recognized Herb Myers and Andrew Troyer 
●​ Good people to talk to if you have questions or concerns 

 
New Business/Announcements: 
 

●​ Martha Faw found a copy of Birds of America, 2nd Edition at a sidewalk sale and is 
looking to give it a new home. She left it at the table with the nametags for anyone 
interested.  

 
Meeting Adjourned at 7:19. 

 
Kathy Byers presented the speaker, Steven David Johnson, a conservation photographer and 
Professor of Visual and Communication Arts at EMU.  His photography of the natural world has 
appeared in Wildlife Photographer of the Year, National Wildlife Magazine, Nature Conservancy 
Magazine, Ranger Rick, Virginia Wildlife, Biographic, Orion, National Science Teachers 
Association Press books, and numerous conservation publications and journals. 
 
Total Participants: 73 
Minutes recorder: Allie Sawyer 
Date of Meeting: 4/9/2026 
 


