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                          A Goldfinch Jubilee – 50 years! 
 

        Volume LI                                Number 1                                      Sept 2025 

 

DATE: Thursday, September 11, 2025                                TIME: 7:00 PM                               
                                        

PLACE:  Park View Mennonite Church, Fellowship Hall 

 

PROGRAM: Getting Your Best Wildlife Photos presented by Bill Draper of Richmond, Virginia.  

Join us for fabulous looks at Virginia wildlife with a special focus on birds. Bill will present his 

gorgeous photographs and share some helpful hints for capturing the beauty of nature in pictures.  

 

Bill Draper grew up in Richmond and spent his youth fishing, swimming and canoeing on the James 

River.  Today his athletic accomplishments continue to reflect his love for the outdoors.  He is on the 

Board of Directors of Friends of the James River Park  and a veteran member and coach of the 

Richmond Sports Backers Marathon Training Team. His unique photo exploration of the James River 

has been embraced by the Richmond community including local and state media, who often feature his 

photographs. 

       
                                                                   

FIELD TRIPS – Matt Gingerich  

A Note about Field Trips 

 

I am excited to be stepping into the Field Trip coordinator role for the club.  I have had the opportunity 

to meet and talk with a number of members and look forward to connecting with more of you.  I want 

to hear from you about what you would like to see in the field trips that are offered.   

 

One of the things I appreciate about bird watching is that it is so adaptable to a variety of people and 

interest levels.  I have quite a few ideas of trip options that will hopefully meet the varied interests of 
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the club.  There will be some trips that are more casual and relaxed as well as some that are more 

strenuous and focused.  I am hoping this variety will appeal to a wide audience.  

 

Please reach out to me if you have ideas about what types of field trips appeal to you.  Also, please let 

me know if you are willing to lead or facilitate any trips. Being a trip leader does not require being an 

“expert”.  Bird watching is about observing and being curious.  I would also love to find some new 

places to go on trips.  If you have a “birdy” property and would be willing to host a group, let me 

know! 

 

I look forward to seeing you in the field! 

- Matt Gingerich 

 

Evening Shorebird Search - Shenandoah Valley Produce Auction Date TBD - 6:00 pm  - watch 

for an email update:  Rockingham County doesn’t offer much habitat for shorebirds.  However, the 

fields around the Produce Auction have become known for attracting migrating shorebirds in early 

fall.  Each September, after the corn harvest, the open fields provide open habitat suitable for migrating 

Killdeer, American Golden-Plovers, Buff-breasted Sandpipers, and more.  If and when the conditions 

are right and the birds are present, we will plan an evening to gather at the Produce Auction to look for 

these shorebirds.   Watch for an email announcement about the date and time. 

 

Hillandale Bird Walk, Tuesday, September 9:  We will meet at Shelter 12 at 8:30 AM. Contact 

Kathy Byers at 540-308-9555 with questions or more information.  Hopefully we will catch some fall 

migrants! 

 

Switzer Lake Fall Migrant Walk, Saturday, September 13 - 8:00 am: 

• 7:15 am. - meet at Food Maxx parking lot (33 west and Waterman Dr.) to carpool/caravan   

• 7:30 leave for Switzer Lake 

 

We will take a walk along the Forest Road above Switzer Lake in search of migrant songbirds - 

warblers, flycatchers and thrushes.  Hopeful targets include Connecticut Warbler, Yellow-bellied 

Flycatcher, Philadelphia Vireo, Mourning Warbler, Olive-sided Flycatcher and more!  Plan to walk 

several miles on fairly smooth forest roads with some minimal elevation change.  We will plan to 

return before noon.  Contact Matt Gingerich if you plan to attend or have questions. 

 

Rockfish Gap Hawk Watch, Thursday, September 18, weather permitting:  Anyone interested can 

meet around 10 AM outside the long-closed Inn at Afton (at the intersections of Rt 250 and 

Howardsville Turnpike, uphill from where Skyline Drive and Blue Ridge Parkway meet.)    This will 

be around peak Broad-winged Hawk migration. Peak day in the past has fallen between Sept 16 and 22 

or so, with thousands of Broad-wings tallied in a single day.    No need to sign up. Rain will cancel. 

Please contact Diane Lepkowski with questions, (or if you'd like to connect with others to carpool) 

at dianelep1@yahoo.com. For more information, visit http://www.rockfishgaphawkwatch.org/ and/or 

find them on Facebook. 

 

Hillandale Autumn Equinox Walk, Monday, September 22 – 1:30 pm: Meet at Shelter 12 at 1:30 

PM.  Get your last summer birds and first fall birds on one walk! Contact Kathy Byers at 540-308-

9555 with questions or more information. 

 

 

 

mailto:dianelep1@yahoo.com
http://www.rockfishgaphawkwatch.org/
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TRIP REPORTS 

 

Raptor Hill Falconry Field Trip – Kathy Byers 

 

Eleven RBC members and guests had a very special experience at Raptor Hill Falconry in Stanley, VA 

on July 24, 2025.  You may remember Jennifer Westhoff’s fabulous program last December. Jennifer 

was so impressed with our friendly club, that she made some special accommodations for us to bring a 

group to her falconry. We eagerly looked forward to seeing her place and her very special birds.  

And the trip did not disappoint. I think it is fair to say that most of us found it to be an experience of a 

lifetime.  

 

Our visit started in a cozy classroom filled with falconry paraphernalia where Jennifer shared her 

approach to falconry, the rules and regulations it involves and a plan for the evening. We could have sat 

around for hours listening and learning, but we were anxious to see the birds. So, we ventured out to 

her lovely tree covered compound.  

 

Jennifer has eight birds of different species that range in age, training and their roles at the falconry. 

The group was able to spend quite a bit of time with each bird and learn their stories and natural 

histories. And of course, take TONS of pictures. Let me introduce you to just a few of the birds we 

met.  

 

Whisper is a Barn Owl that had us exclaiming over its beautiful plumage and laughing at its funny 

examinations of us. Harry, the handsome young Lanner Falcon, is working with Jennifer to hopefully 

become a free-flight bird. Our grand finale bird was Aurora, an awe-inspiring Eurasian Eagle Owl. 

This was the largest bird we met and required a supported strong arm for landing!  

 

Falling darkness and long-ish drives home finally had us headed for our cars. If the number of texts 

that flew between our group the following day is any indication, I’d say the evening had a profound 

effect on all of us. One we will not soon forget.  

 

We are deeply grateful to Jennifer for sharing her incredible depth of knowledge and obvious love for 

her birds with us.  

 

Summer Hillandale Walks – Tom Mizell 

 

As we began one of the walks the “first time Hillandale Park birder” asked me how many species we 

might see.  Off the top of my head, I said at least 20 which I felt “might be a low number” to them.  To 

the contrary they seemed quite pleased and excited that we might see “that many!”  By their response I 

was pleased that they were excited by the “20” prospect.  Their enthusiasm for seeing what I 

considered “not too many birds” refreshed my appreciation for what we all get to enjoy on our 

walks.  The numbers don’t have to be great to provide us the outdoor adventure of the seeking and 

finding that joy in what we discover during our group walks. From Hillandale Park I have a treasure of 

bird sightings, have learned a lot, and have found many friends. 

 

Now for a few specifics.  June’s walk (37 species) surprised us with a Green Heron flyby.  We were 

happy about seeing an Orchard Oriole and a Yellow-billed Cuckoo as well.   As we enjoyed a flock of 

Cedar Waxwings (out on the Bike Trail near the school) several park maintenance staffers politely 

stopped their mowers so that all the group could enjoy the Waxwing show.  Kudos city employees! 

 

July (32 species) was our hottest and most stifling walk as temps reached 84.  Early on the 10 of us 
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enjoyed a Downy Woodpecker, Northern Flicker and Red-bellied Woodpecker as they dined together 

enjoying a breakfast buffet in the same tree near the shelter.  Forty-five minutes later we heard lots of 

frantic chatter and scolding from a group of Northern Cardinals.  Further examination revealed they 

were upset as a squirrel was dining on a nestling at a Cardinal nest.  When we realized what was 

transpiring just above the trail many of us were stunned as we looked through this window into what 

nature revealed.  After a few minutes we left this spectacle, calmed down and we found 16 more 

species before our walk concluded.  Over the years  we have learned that the power line south of the 

Bike Trail can be another window to sightings, and we found Purple Martins there.  

 

August walk (31 species).  We typically gather in a circle to introduce ourselves, hear club 

announcements, talk a little safety and list a few target birds.  The birds chirping and calling and 

fluttering about often distract us during this beginning to our walk.  Today a Red-shouldered Hawk at 

low altitude and demonstrating a smooth glide flyby got our attention early on!  A Great-crested 

Flycatcher, Eastern Meadowlark and Swallows over the golf course/open field area had our binoculars 

moving later.  Once again, the Cicada Killer Wasps were busy near the Park Map Sign/wooden bench 

area on the Bike Trail.  Hackberry butterflies were in good number as well.  

 

Birds, butterflies, blooms, trees and friends may be found during our Hillandale walks.  One more 

Summer walk on the 9th and a Fall Equinox walk on the 22nd are happening in September.  We hope 

you will join us!  

 

Purple Martin Colony Visit – Matt Gingerich 

 

On June 18th, twenty Rockingham Bird Club members gathered at the home of Ray and Martha Good, 

just outside of Dayton, to spend an evening observing and learning about their colony of Purple 

Martins.  Seated in lawn chairs in the shade of their front yard, we watched dozens of Martins swirling 

and dropping out of the sky to bring home food for their nestlings.   

 

The Goods have two poles of martin housing in their front garden.  One rack of artificial gourds and 

another pole with an aluminum house and several gourds beneath.  These birds actually benefit from 

and prefer to nest in close proximity to human habitation and activity.  Their garden is the perfect spot! 

 

Attracting Purple Martins is not always easy and there is no guarantee that they will decide to nest in a 

new house.  However, once they establish a breeding group, their musical chatter and song often draws 

in more birds.  The noise of a thriving colony is a joy to hear! 

 

We are very grateful to the Good family for hosting us for the evening and for sharing their Purple 

Martins with us.  Of course they do not own the birds, but hosting a colony of Martins does come with 

its own set of responsibilities to ensure these birds are successful in raising the next generation.  Thank 

you for your stewardship! 

 

BIRD SIGHTINGS 
 

Bill Benish photographed a Mississippi Kite flying above he and Robyn Puffenbarger’s place in Ve-

rona on June 3. 

Diane Lepkowski reported a female Hooded Merganser on the North River at Bridgewater on June 

11.  Greg Moyers reported a female Hooded Merganser at the Broadway Wastewater Plant from June 

11 – 21.  Hooded Merganser sightings in summer are relatively rare in our area.  In a similar vein, Di-

ane also spotted an Osprey along North River on July 1.   
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Mike Smith reported an Osprey at the Rt. 33 bridge in Elkton on June 12 and 25. 

Multiple Dickcissels were documented in a field on private property on Acker Lane beginning in mid -

June with reports continuing as late as Aug. 19.  

Greg Moyers and Diane Lepkowski photographed at least two Mourning Warblers along Flagpole 

Rd and Hone Quarry Ridge Trail on Shenandoah Mtn on June 14. 

Herb Myers reported a Red-headed Woodpecker at his place near Keezletown on June 21.  Herb 

added a yard Worm-eating Warbler on June 26. 

Greg Moyers reported two Great Egrets at the Oakwood Drive farm pond near Mt. Crawford on June 

30. 

Greg Moyers reported a Black-crowned Night-Heron at JMU’s Newman Lake on July 5. 

Cory Taylor reported a Wilson’s Phalarope at the Broadway Wastewater Plant on July 30.  The bird 

continued to be reported through Aug. 2. 

Herb Myers spotted a Great Egret at Lake Shenandoah on July 31 and heard a Greater Yellowlegs 

near Hensley’s Pond on Massanutten Mtn on Aug. 2. 

The wetland on Nazarene Church Rd west of Bridgewater has been a hotspot in August.  Greg Moyers 

reported two Soras calling there on Aug. 2.  On the same date, Chris Lehman reported a Short-billed 

Dowitcher.  On Aug. 13, Tim Showalter Ehst reported an immature White Ibis.  The Soras have been 

seen and heard throughout the month, while the White Ibis stuck around until Aug. 26, when Tim, 

Matt Gingerich, and Nate Clark watched it lift off, circle, and head south. 

Greg Moyers and Diane Lepkowski had a singing Brown Creeper at Switzer Dam on Aug. 23.  The 

bird was just up the road from the spot where Greg photographed a Brown Creeper in early June. 

Alex Capaldi reported an Olive-sided Flycatcher at Slate Lick Fields on Aug. 24. 

Greg Moyers reported a large number of warblers at Hillandale Park on Aug. 24.  Highlights included 

two Blue-winged Warblers, Blackburnian Warbler, and several Canada Warblers and Chestnut-

sided Warblers.  The same day, Greg reported three Black Terns at the Broadway Wastewater Plant. 

Diane Lepkowski reported a Great Egret at Lake Shenandoah on Aug. 24. 

Cory Taylor reported a pair of Baird’s Sandpipers and a White-rumped Sandpiper at the Broadway 

Wastewater Plant on Aug. 27.  A Semipalmated Plover, Least Sandpipers, Semipalmated Sandpi-

pers, and Spotted Sandpipers were also reported.  William Leigh reported seven White-rumped 

Sandpipers there on the evening of Aug. 29. 

Mike Smith reported two Common Nighthawks flying over Elkton on Aug. 27. 

Chris Lehman found a Golden-winged Warbler on Hone Quarry Ridge Trail on Shenandoah Mtn on 

Aug. 30. 

Greg Moyers photographed a Connecticut Warbler at Switzer Dam on Aug. 31. 
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ANNOUNCEMENTS 

 

Bird Seed Sale News! 
 

We are pleased to announce that we will continue the seed sale in 2025. Kathy Byers and Audrey 

Shenk have been helping Cindy Smoker transition into her role as the new Seed Sale Coordinator. 

Cindy has jumped right in and has been a great help setting us up for this year.  

 

New for 2025:  We will be purchasing our seed from Lizzie Mae’s Birdseed, in Millersburg, OH. 

Their Amish crafted process starts with the best ingredients and follows their traditions and attention to 

detail to create high quality birdseed.  

 

Our online store, rockinghambirdclub.com/bird-seed-sale/, opened September 1. We have a new pay 

service which we hope purchasers will find user friendly. Orders are due October 11 with Pick-up Day 

on November 8. 

Support the club and order your bird seed today! 

 

Treasurers Report – Audrey Shenk, Treasurer 
 

Important! To keep your membership in good standing, renew before November 1. The RBC member-

ship year begins each September. Dues are payable annually in September and are not pro-rated. That 

means that if you paid dues in the spring of 2025, you still need to renew for the 2025-26 year by No-

vember 2025. In keeping with RBC by-laws, members who have not paid dues by November 2025 will 

be dropped from the Club roster and mailing lists.  

Dues: 

Individual: $20 

Family: $30 

Student: $10 

Pay for your membership online at https://rockinghambirdclub.com/join-or-renew/ using a credit card 

via Zeffy OR bring a check or cash to the monthly meeting. Alternatively, you can mail a check made 

out to “RBC” to: 

 

Audrey Shenk, RBC Treasurer 

949 Northfield Ct. 

Harrisonburg, VA 22802 

 

Golden-winged Warbler Working Lands for Wildlife Project 

The Golden-winged Warbler (Vermivora chrysoptera) needs your help! This small bird, about the size 

of a saltshaker, is rapidly declining in population. Golden-winged Warblers are neotropical migrants 

that travel from Central America to the upper Midwest and Appalachian Mountains during late April to 

breed. As a ground-nesting bird, it relies upon early successional habitat—shrubby old fields and 

young forests—to establish territory and raise young. Unfortunately, this type of habitat is hard to find 

in the Appalachians. 

The Natural Resources Conservation Service’s Working Lands for Wildlife program is partnering with 

private landowners to implement land stewardship practices that create or enhance young forests and 

http://rockinghambirdclub.com/bird-seed-sale/
https://rockinghambirdclub.com/join-or-renew/
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old fields. Key components of the warbler’s nesting habitat include interspersed overstory trees (espe-

cially oaks), small trees like hawthorn and black locust, shrubs, blackberry canes, and herbaceous spe-

cies including goldenrod. White-tailed deer, rabbits, wild turkey, Ruffed Grouse, other songbirds, and 

pollinators also benefit from early successional habitat. These areas represent a win-win for wildlife 

and landowners! 

If you are interested in supporting this imperiled species along with a variety of other wildlife on your 

property, please consider applying to the NRCS Golden-winged Warbler program. NRCS will provide 

technical and financial assistance to help you manage your land for healthy, species-rich young forest 

and shrubland communities. Properties best suited to our program will be above 2,000 feet in eleva-

tion, at least 10 to 20 acres in size, forested or old fields adjacent to forest, and in western Virginia. To 

learn more about this initiative or schedule a visit with an NRCS professional, please contact State Pro-

gram Coordinator Moriah Owen via email (moriah.owen@usda.gov) or phone (540-569-4650). Appli-

cations for funding in fiscal year 2026 close on October 10, 2025. Together, we can improve the wild-

life value of your land and help the Golden-winged Warbler thrive in Virginia for generations to come! 

 

RBC 50 Years Ago – Art Fovargue, Club historian 

The September 1975 Rockingham Bird club newsletter was a shorty; one page. I guess everyone was 

recovering from summer activities. It began with a stanza from Frederick Peterson's poem Wild Geese: 

 

How oft against the sunset sky or moon 

I watched that moving zigzag of spread wings 

In unforgotten Autumns gone too soon, 

In unforgotten Springs! 

 

A film, “Kingfisher”, was announced for the September meeting. 

Four field trips were announced. Two were “Bird Mini Walks” led by Zig in Hillandale Park. The oth-

ers were a Hawk Count on Reddish Knob and Bird Banding at Dolly Sods. 

 

Life History of the Carolina Junco 
 

Available – free. We have a copy of the “Life History of the Carolina Junco” by D Ralph Hostetter. 

This was his 1938 PhD dissertation at UVA. It is an in depth field study of the subject bird (now the 

Carolina Dark-eyed Junco) at the Mountain Lake Biological Station in Virginia and included banding 

and study of 80 nest sites. If you would like this, send your interest request to the RBC contact form. 

 

The work was also published in the VSO's The Raven (1961). It can be found on the VSO website on p 

97 at https://ccbbirds.org/wp-content/uploads/2013/04/1961.pdf 

 

I will bring it to the September meeting on 9/11 if not claimed by then. Since it is available online, and 

it's not really part of the RBC history, come October, I will recycle if no interest is shown. 

 

Bird Club Book Club 
 

The first ZOOM gathering of the Bird Club Book Club (BCBC) for this fall will be held at 6:00 PM on 

Thursday, October 16, 2025.  We will discuss the book Buzz: The Nature and Necessity of Bees, by 

Thor Hanson.  Any club member is welcome to join our discussion for this book selection or any fu-

ture book chosen by participants.  We discuss a variety of nature themed books and typically meet by 

mailto:moriah.owen@usda.gov
https://rockinghambirdclub.com/contact-us/
https://ccbbirds.org/wp-content/uploads/2013/04/1961.pdf
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ZOOM on the third Thursday of the month.  Contact Elizabeth Ihle at elizaihle@gmail.com if you are 

interested in participating in the meeting. 

 

Goodbye Summer. Hello Autumn 
 

“Alas, summer sun can’t last forever. The days will grow cooler and shorter, and our skin will once 

again pale.” -Sarah MacLean 

“What good is the warmth of summer, without the cold of winter to give it sweetness.” -John 

Steinbeck 

“Not all who wander are lost. Some are looking for cool birds.” – author unknown 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Eva Getman at Raptor Hill Falconry – July 24, 2025 
Photo credit: D. Getman 

 

 

mailto:elizaihle@gmail.com
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Cedar Waxwing – Western slope of Massanutten 
Photo credit: Herb Myers 

 

 

Song Sparrow – Keezletown, June 2025 
Photo credit: Herb Myers 
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Dickcissel – Acker Lane, July 5, 2025 
Photo credit: Greg Moyers 

 

 

 Connecticut Warbler – Switzer Dam, August 31, 2025 
Photo credit: Greg Moyers 
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Orchard Oriole singing – Keezletown, June 2025 
Photo credit: Herb Myers 

 

 

Dickcissel – Acker Lane, July 2, 2025 
Photo credit: Diane Lepkowski 

 

 



12 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Purple Martin Colony Visit, June 18, 2025 
Photo credit: Kathy Byers and Matt Gingrich 
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Rockingham Bird Club 

9 Louise Drive 
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   PRESIDENT – Mike Donaldson 

          

   VICE PRESIDENT, PROGRAMS – Kathy Byers 

 

   VICE PRESIDENT, FIELD TRIPS – Matthew Gingerich 

 

   SECRETARY – Allie Sawyer 

 

   TREASURER – Audrey Shenk 

 

   MEMBERS AT LARGE – Andrew Troyer, Herb Myers 

 

   GOLDFINCH GAZETTE – Denise Hoodock             HISTORIAN – Art Fovargue 

 

   CHRISTMAS BIRD COUNT – Bill Benish 

 

   EMAIL: info@rockinghambirdclub.com 

 

   ON THE WEB:  https://rockinghambirdclub.com    

mailto:info@rockinghambirdclub.com
https://rockinghambirdclub.com/

