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APRIL MEETING

DATE: Thursday, April 2, 2015 TIME: 7:00 PM
PLACE: Detwiler Auditorium , Virginia Mennonite Retirement Community, 1501 §fivia Avenue,
Harrisonburg, VA 22802.

RBC 40" ANNIVERSARY
CELEBRATION

Please plan to join club members on Thursday, ABfiks we reminisce about the history of the bird
club. We’'ll hear stories and experiences from soffrtbe charter members. The club’s scrapbooks
that have been kept through the years will be spldy. You might even win a door prize!
Refreshments will be served!

APRIL FIELD TRIPS - Diane Lepkowski

Shenandoah National Park (Big Meadows), Saturday ening April 4™ with Diane Lepkowski:

Our target will be American Woodcocks displayingstjafter sunset. Those who wish to first hike
around Big Meadows will meet at the Harry F. Bynditor Center at Big Meadows at 4:15 PM. (This
is about a 1-hour drive from Harrisonburg.) Bramacks/water/ dinner; you can also plan to eahat o
of the Park facilities if you like. Around 7:10 RM hour before sundown, we’ll convene at the
Meadow’s eastern edge to enjoy daylight’s end arigsten for the amazing displays of American
Woodcocks at dusk. Please contact Diartkaaielepl@gmail.cortemail preferred) or 540-432-
1047 if you wish to attend. (Please do so ASAPI'd like to carpool...remember that a per-vehicle
entrance fee or National Park pass is requireeéritny to Skyline Drive.)
http://www.nps.gov/shen/index.htm

Madison Run Fire Road, Saturday April 11, with GregMoyers —This is a great spot to see
Louisiana Waterthrushes and other early-returnindsisuch as Blue-headed Vireo and Black-and-
white Warbler. Meet at the fire road at 8:30 AM/e should conclude around noon. Please contact
Greg atgwmoyers@msn.corar 434-3029 if you plan to attend or need direwio




Hillandale Walk, Monday April 13, with Tom Mizell — Let’s gather at the Children’s playground
parking lot at 8:00 AM.

Bridgewater Parks, Wednesday April 15, with Tom Mizll — Meet at the Wildwood Park Parking
Lot at 8:00 AM. We will visit at least 3 parks & morning activity allows.

OTHER EVENTS:

Edith J. Carrier Arboretum Event: Greg Moyers will be leading a birding walk on A@2 for the
Arboretum. Info at, and sign up through the Agtom’s websitehttp://www.jmu.edu/arboretum/

TRIP REPORTS

2015 Raptor and Waterfowl Count- Tom Lord

The 2015 Rockingham County Raptor and Waterfowlr@ewas conducted on February 14, 2015.

The count was divided into six areas. Thirteerpteoovered 411 miles of roads throughout the
county. A total of 36 species were recorded. Was the fifteenth year of the count which was
highlighted by a strong waterfowl presence of 28cggs. There were nine new high count records set
which are as follows: Ross's Goose 1 (first timehancount), Trumpeter Swan 1 (first time on the
count), Gadwall 127 (higher numbers the last 3g)edMallards 944, Common Goldeneye 2 (tie),
Pied-billed Grebe 5, Common Merganser 13 (only sasi? years), and Peregrine Falcon 1 (first time
on the count). Thanks to all who participatedni@ke this a very successful year.

Lake Shenandoah Trip— Greg Moyers

A threat of rain and the cancellation of the Mactlb meeting kept attendance at the Lake
Shenandoah walk on March 14 to only two memberended up being a nice morning with no rain,
moderate temperatures, and some nice birds. Wathelp of a vocal American Crow, we located a
Great Horned Owl sitting on its nest in the pineod®. On the lake, we found a Redhead and a pair of
Ring-billed Gulls. We got nice looks at a numbehandsome Fox Sparrows feeding along the path
with the Song and White-throated Sparrows. We feanwwoodpecker species — Downy, Red-bellied,
Hairy, and a Pileated flying over the lake. Weoaaw our first-of-year Brown Thrasher, a Sharp-
shinned Hawk, and a Yellow-rumped Warbler.

A stop at Lake Campbell added Pied-billed Grebelheads, Canvasbacks, Ring-necked Ducks,
American Coot, and a Lesser Scaup to the trip /e finished the trip with a total of 42 species.

March “Winter-to-Spring” Hillandale Field Trip —Tom Mizell

On a chilly and cloudy 20 March 2015, with temperas in the 40s, nine members of the Rockingham
Bird Club enjoyed an afternoon outing at HillandBerk. No snow remained from recent events and
the stream was flowing full as we gathered at $B0Ofor our last walk of winter. Wish list birds
included: Red-breasted Nuthatch, Pine Siskin, Rfiagbler, Yellow-rumped Warbler and "any bird |
can I.D". We achieved success on that last ome.thHe most part of the walk we were serenaded by
Robins preparing their vocalizations for Spring.



Blue Jays and Canada Geese were among the flvsthieard. Before leaving the parking lot we added
American Robins and Crows, and a Downy Woodpecler eard. We found a Mallard pair just
upstream of the log cabin. Without sunlight and thte in the day it was a challenge to clearky the
birds. By 6:00 PM we reached the pedestrian bradgbe cabin and added Mourning Dove, American
Goldfinch, Northern Cardinal, Eastern Towhee, aadoina Wren.

As movements were detected along the stream we@ded south on the gravel trail. Randy Kline
spotted a White-breasted Nuthatch in a Walnut ateeg the trail. A Carolina Chickadee, Junco and
Song Sparrow were trying to hide in the Cedar Tpestssouth of the trail that leads west past the
cabin. However, the brothers Perkuchin helpecdhfthem into view. We soon added Mockingbird in
the same general vicinity. House Finches, Tuftéhduse and European Starlings were the next birds
to be seen.

By the time we reached the southernmost corndreofdop we found about a half dozen Song
Sparrows that appeared to be graveling along #ile We circled back north along the golf course
and went to the boundary fence to look across dliese towards Harrisonburg High School. We
observed large flocks of Grackles and Europearifgarin the golf course tree tops as well as stiea
of them flowing overhead on several occasions. @icial Spring Timer was Dan Perkuchin. With
his alarm sounding the arrival of Spring we quicgsthered to form a circle. Then we placed our
hands in the middle of said circle and with appiaterpomp and circumstance we raised our hands in
unison to say "Good Bye Winter" and "Hello Spring."

Briefly overcome by the moment, we inhaled thepc&gring air as we moved into our Spring count.
With the daylight dimming fast we found the followgi: Robins, Grackles, Starlings, Carolina Wren,
and Cardinal. A pair of Canada Geese flew overlasade were halfway through the northwest loop
and that completed our Spring Count for the dayr alk concluded at 7:15 PM as the park security
drove out to sound the news that the gate was beckgd. This day we could not linger to add a
couple more species. Our afternoon venture resuit@0 species.

Tom Mizell and Don Perkuchin at the
shelter at Wildwood Park. These two had
refreshments all set up for field trip
participants! They actually had a
microwave and hot water available to
make hot chocolate to go along with
doughnuts, coffee cake and fresh fruit!
The morning was very cold and their
above-and-beyond hospitality was muc
appreciated!
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BIRD SIGHTINGS:

Mike Shank found &apland Longspur in a flock ofHorned Larks near his place in Dayton on Feb
22.

Ken Ranck has had several good ducks on the rivis @lace in Mt. Crawford including
Canvasbackson Feb 21 and 2Zommon MergansersandRedheadson Feb 22, and laong-tailed
Duck on Feb 24.

Greg Moyers and Diane Lepkowski sat@ammon Goldeneyefour Northern Pintails, a pair of
Hooded Mergansers six American Coots and aGreater Scaupon North River in Bridgewater near
the Rt. 42 bridge on Feb 22. They also reportest @y000Horned Larks and severahmerican

Pipits on Old Bridgewater Rd in Mt. Crawford on the sashaée. Ken Ranck reported large numbers
of larks continuing at this location in early Marc@abriel Mapel found twbapland Longspurs
mixed in with the larks on March 7.

Several members, including Tom Mizell, Greg Moyenrs) John Shea reported an aduwihdra
Swanat Silver Lake on Feb 23 and 24. This was a diffebird than the immature Tundra that was
often seen at Silver Lake earlier in the month.

Diane Holsinger reportedimerican Pipits and aCommon Merganserat Silver Lake on Feb 23, as
well as a flybyMerlin along Rt. 42 on the same date. Diane addeimg-billed Gull at Silver Lake
on Feb 25.

John Shea reported that §bed-breasted Mergansergoined the normal assortment of ducks on
North River at the Rt. 42 bridge in Bridgewaterfeeb 24. On Feb 27, Gabriel Mapel reported four
Common Mergansersjust up the river closer to Wildwood Park. Didrepkowski and Greg Moyers
reported ninfCommon Mergansers along with 12 esser Scaupand a pair oRedheadsat this spot
on March 7. They had@ommon Merganseron the river at Fairview Rd on the same date.

Gabriel Mapel and Allen Larner found threed-breasted Merganserst Silver Lake along with the
usual waterfowl, including the continuifgumpeter Swan on Feb 28.

Kurt Gaskill reported &olden Eaglesoaring above Briery Branch Rd on Feb 28.
William Leigh had amAmerican Tree Sparrow at his place in Bridgewater on March 8.

Kevin Shank reported his firétmerican Woodcockof the season at Union Springs on March 9.
Kevin also had a pair #ood Ducksand a flock of 8Red-winged Blackbirdson the same date.

Tom Mizell reported all of our merganser speci€dommon, Hooded andRed-breasted on the
North River near the Rt. 42 bridge in Bridgewaterarch 11. Tom adddgastern Screech-Owl,
Wood Ducks and first-of-seasofiree SwallowsandBrown Thrasher at Wildwood Park on the
same date.

Bill Benish and Robyn Puffenbarger have reportedmber of good yard birds at their place in
Bridgewater includingsavannah Sparrow, Rusty Blackbird, Fox Sparrow, Puple Finch, Pine



Siskin, and a fly-oveNorthern Harrier. They also reportedBald Eagleflying over Dinkel Ave.
on March 12.

Diane Holsinger had several good birds at her gladeenth Legion in late Feb and March, including
Pine Siskins Purple Finches Red-headed WoodpeckerFox Sparrow, Chipping Sparrow, and
Red-breasted Nuthatches.

Diane Lepkowski and Lisa Perry reporteohg-billed Gulls at the Rose’s parking lot in Harrisonburg
on March 16.

Ken Hinkle reportedNorthern ShovelersandTree Swallowsat the Nazarene Church Rd wetland area
on March 17.

Gabriel Mapel reported Red-breasted Nuthatchon Bother Knob Rd on March 19. Gabriel had nine
Wilson’s Snipeon Silver Creek Rd on the same date.

Greg Moyers and Diane Lepkowski found fired Crossbillsat the usual spot at the top of
Shenandoah Mountain at the Reddish/Bother Knolisetéion on March 21.

Local out-of-county rarities:

On Feb 23, Marshall Faintich and Walt Childs foafsimith’s Longspur at Shenandoah Valley
Regional Airport in Weyer's Cave. This sighting@ught to be the first record of this species in
Virginia. Numerous birders were able to see thé thirough early/mid March. There were reports of
a second bird on a few occasions.



Diane Holsinger reported twirumpeter Swanson River Rd west of New Market on Feb 28. Four
Tundra Swansand a juvenil@rumpeter were still being seen as of mid March.

Charles “Zig” Ziegenfus and his JIMU class founce#tereater White-fronted Geeseat Mt. Solon
Pond on March 3.

BIRD CLUB BOOK CLUB - Maureen Gallagher-McLeod

The B.C.B.C. will meet on Thursday, April 16, 6:BM, at the home of Elizabeth Ilhe. After sharing
a carry-in meal, we will discuss “What the Robind&rs: How Birds Reveal the Secrets of the Natural
World” by Jon Young. If you are interested in jioig a monthly book discussion, contact Maureen at
famcleod@earthlink.nedr 896-9541.

DO YOU LIKE BLUEBIRDS?

The Rockingham Bird Club has established a ‘Blugbir
Trail’ of nest boxes at the Rockingham Fair Groundhis
Trail needs MONITORS to check the boxes on a weekly
basis (April thru Sept).

Ideally, we’ll have enough monitors to do a rotatgm that
each monitor/team will be responsible for one weaéh
month. If you are interested in helping with this
monitoring, please contact me.

There will be a program, at the Fairgrounds on IAI8i 2015, to provide more information and give
those interested an opportunity to sign up. Thigam will provide an orientation on nestbox
monitoring and the protocol used for collecting aaporting data. If you have a home nestbox (or
trail) that you monitor, you can register your It well.

Debbie Harrison
540-856-3058
woodshar@aol.com




Rusty Blackbird, March 5, 2015
Photo by Bill Benish and Robyn Puffenbarger

UPCOMING PROGRAMS.....

MAY 2015 — Peter Nebel will speak to the club abloistyear in Qatar.

JUNE 2015 — Diane Lepkowski and Greg Moyers widgant our year end program “NO
BIRD LEFT BEHIND.”

SEPTEMBER 2015 - Teta Kain, rescheduled from timeeled snowy March meeting, will
give her program about Argentina.
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